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and France to restore die balance of power in Europe, [t was necessary to
isolate Austria before she could do any further damage. Would Law, there-
fore, undertake to secure Bavaria's adherence to the British side? When
Law intimated that he was agreeable to execute this commission, Walpolc
told him llial he must pretend lo be an ordinary traveller making a lour
lor purposes of health, and that he should proceed first to Aix-la-Chapelie
where he would receive fuilher instructions. Whilst waiting there he would
no doubl benefit his health by taking the waters.

On August 851725, John Law left London for the last lime, since, though
lie did not know it, he was destined never again lo set foot in England.
He had with him his son John, and a nephew 'Mr. Hamilton' (son of his
elder sister Agnes, whose father-in-law, it will be remembered, had been
Law^s old schoolmaster in Renfrewshire), whom he proposed should act
as his secretaries. Before selling out he had a final interview with Walpolc
whom he asked whether he might not be provided with official Idlers of
credence accrediting him lo some foreign court, preferably in Italy. The
object of requesting this 'diplomatic protection", he explained, was a
purely precautionary measure in ease his person should be exposed lo
insults or injury at the hands of any ill-wishers in the countries through
which he chanced lo pass. He did not contemplate presenting the credentials
except in case of (lire urgency. Walpole advised Law to apply lo Lord
Townshend, the Secretary of Stale, adding thai he would support his ap-
plication. And the Prime Minister was as good as his word. 'Mr. Law has
wrote to Your Lordship', he told Townshend next day, 'to desire that he
may have some soil of commission from His Majesty lo any prince or
stale, not to he made use of hut lo be kepi as a protection in case of
necessity. By what he says lo me I really believe it may he of service lo him,
and I promised to use my interest with Your Lordship for the obtaining
it.' The Secretary of Slate saw no objection and gave instructions for iho
necessary documents to be drawn up arid sent after I he traveller. The let-
ters accredited Mr. John Law to the Republic of Venice. '

Though the successors of Charlemagne were no longer crowned Holy
Roman Emperor within its gracious Minster, Aix-L-i-Chapolity or Aachen
(to give it its German name), was still regarded as the leading imperial
free city in Germany. In addition, its famous hot sulphur springs had
been known since Roman days for their curative properties, being par-

aTtic l<!tt<kt\s, -which wore recovered after Law's denlh, arc preserved in tlui  Public
Record Office in London (S.P. 104/210), Tlio.y were nuvcr presented.